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night-time.   The thing was done in the dark, therefore the
evidence cannot be so plain as otherwise might be.
After she was strangled and murdered she was carried
and thrown into a river to stifle the fact and to make it be
supposed she had murdered herself; so that it may indeed
be called a double murder, a murder accompanied with all
the circumstances of wickedness and villainy that I can
remember in all my practice, or ever read of.
This fact being committed in the night-time, it was
carried on very secretly. We have here in a manner two
trials, one to acquit the party that is dead, and to satisfy the
world and vindicate her reputation that she did not murder
herself, but was murdered by other hands. For my part,
I shall never, as counsel in the case of blood, aggravate; I
will not improve or enlarge the evidence at all: it shall be
only my business to set the fact as it is, and to give the
evidence, and state it as it stands here in my instructions.
My Lord, in order to lead to the fact, it will be necessary
to inform you that upon Monday, the 13th of March, the
first day of the last assizes here, Mr Cowper, one of the
gentlemen at the bar, came to this town, and alighted at
Mr Barefoot's house, and stayed there some time, I suppose
to dry himself, the weather being dirty, but sent his horse
to Mrs Stout's, the mother of this gentlewoman. Some time
after he came thither himself and dined there, and stayed
till four in the afternoon ; and when he went away he told
them he would come and lodge there that night, and sup.
According to his word he came there, and had the supper
he desired. After supper, Sarah Stout, the young gentle-
woman, and he, sat together till near eleven o'clock. At
eleven o'clock there were orders given to warm his bed,
openly, in his hearing. The maid of the house, gentlemen,
upon this, went upstairs to warm his bed, expecting the
gentleman would have come up and followed her before she
had done; but it seems, while she was warming the bed,
she heard the door clap together; and that door is such that
it makes a great noise at the clapping of it to, so that any
person in the house may be sensible of another's going out.
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